North West Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) Appraisal Matrix
Updated March 2005


	Option:  Appraisal of existing Spatial Development Framework

	
	
	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
To reduce the disparities of sub-regional and regional economic performance

	1a.
Will it provide job opportunities in areas with residents most at need?
	Highest % claimants in Liverpool, Knowsley, Manchester, Blackpool
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1b.
Will it reduce economic disparities within the region and with other UK regions?
	NW, GVA 87% of UK average, target 89% by 2006
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
To exploit the growth potential of business sectors

	2a.
Will it increase employment opportunities within the region?
	RES seeks to reduce unemp by 10% in most deprived areas
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2b. Will it help to diversify the regions economy?
	NW most diverse in UK, lowest no. of business start-ups in UK
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2c. Will it promote growth in key sectors of the regional economy?
	NW over dependant in declining sectors.  RES seeks increase in inward investment from 11.3% to 13% of UK projects
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1b.
Will it help to develop the region’s knowledge base?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
To develop and market the region’s image

	3a.
Will it support the preservation and/or enhancement of high quality built , natural and historic environments within the region?
	See Env objectives
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3b. Will it promote the area as a destination for short and long term visitors, for residents and investors?
	Increasing number of residents very satisfied with NW as a place to live (48%).  Declining no. of businesses see NW as a good place to do business, 45% (2003) from 62% (2001)
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
To deliver urban renaissance

	4a.
Will it improve economic, social and environmental conditions in the most deprived areas and for the most deprived groups?
	Economic, second highest number of job seekers of all UK regions. Incomplete data for community wellbeing.  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4b. Will it improve the quality of the built and historic environment
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4c.
Will it improve the quality of public open space?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Key

	++
	Strongly positive impact
	+
	Positive impact
	0
	No impact or relationship
	-
	Negative impact
	--
	Strongly negative impact
	?
	Uncertain - Impact unknown
	(
	Operates at this timescale


	Option 

	
	
	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
To deliver rural renaissance

	5a. Will it support rural diversification?
	50% of agricultural holdings have second income source
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5b. Will it support and encourage the growth of rural businesses?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5c. Will it retain and promote the economic growth of market towns?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5d.
Will it retain and promote access to village services?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
To secure economic inclusion

	6a. Will it meet the employment needs of local people?
	73.6% of working age popn of regions residents in employment

If nw employment rate to be same as UK average, would need 80,000 more in employment, 70,000 in six districts.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6b. Will it encourage business start-up, especially from women and BME groups?
	Lowest number of start-ups in UK
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6c. Will it improve physical accessibility to jobs with the location of sites and/or public transport links being close to areas of high unemployment?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
To develop and maintain a healthy labour market

	7a. Will it address the skills gap and enable skills progression?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7b. Will it increase the levels of participation and attainment in education?
	23.1% adults NVQ level 4, highest in Cheshire, lowest Knowsley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7c. Will it provide a broad range of jobs and employment opportunities?
	11.2% receiving job related NVQ, lowest in mid Cheshire and East Lancs
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	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
To reduce social exclusion

	8a.
Will it reduce poverty and social exclusion in those areas and communities most affected?
	6% of households receiving FT credit, joint highest in UK
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
To reduce the need to travel, improve choice and use of sustainable transport modes

	9a. Will it reduce car and lorry traffic?
	75% TTW by car, lower in Greater Manchester and Merseyside (2003), increasing from 73.5% 2001
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9b. Will it encourage walking, cycling and use of public transport?
	11% walk to work, slightly above GB average. 2% cycle, below GB average of 3%.  8% travel by Bus (GB average)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9c. Will it reduce freight movement?
	20794 mtonneskm, highest in GB
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9d. Will it improve access to and encourage the use of ICT?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
To improve physical health and mental health and reduce health inequalities

	10a. Will it reduce deaths in key vulnerable groups
	Female life expectancy 79.1 near bottom of regional averages but increasing.  Worst in Regional Poles. Male: 74.1, lowest of English Regions, worst in GM and Blackpool
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10b. Will it promote healthier lifestyles?
	Target to increase % participating in sport and exercise by 1% year on year.  2003, 31% male, 25% female in NW
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10c. Will it reduce health inequalities among different groups in the community?
	67% of NW residents in ‘good health’.  Lowest in Blackpool, GM and Merseyside.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10d. Will it reduce isolation for vulnerable people?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
To improve access to good quality affordable and resource efficient housing

	11a.
Will it provide an appropriate mix of housing to meet all residents needs including affordable?
	80% of Regions households with incomes below affordability threshold.  Liverpool and Lancashire areas with highest numbers of affordable houses constructed.  Nos. constructed declining
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11b. Will it reduce the number of unfit and empty homes?
	6.2% of housing stock unfit.  4.2% vacant, highest in England but declining since 2000.  Highest in Blackburn/ Darwen.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11c. Will it support the development and operation of resource efficient housing?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
To reduce crime, disorder and the fear of crime

	12a. Will it reduce actual levels of crime (including hate crime)?
	NW has fourth highest recorded vehicle crime and second highest burglary but decreasing since 2000.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12b. Will it reduce the fear of crime?
	6% Male fear of walking alone at night above England average (5%).  Female 25% compared to England average 21%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12c. Will it reduce prejudice (racial or homophobic)?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
To enable groups and communities to contribute to decision making

	13a .Will it identify and engage with hard to reach stakeholders?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13b  Will it encourage wider community involvement in design, or the provision of services?

	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13c. Will it enable the community to contribute to and have influence in decision-making and be involved in its implementation?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
To develop strong and positive relationships between people from different backgrounds and communities

	14a. Will it create a sense of belonging and wellbeing for all members of the community?
	Data Gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14b. Will it support community development?

	Data Gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14c. Will it improve relations between all groups and religions?
	Data Gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
To improve access to and use of basic goods, services and amenities for all groups

	15a.  Will it improve access to cultural, sporting and leisure facilities including natural green spaces?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15b.  Will it improve access to essential services and facilities?
	Access to primary school in rural areas 95% higher than England average
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15c.  Will it improve the range an quality of cultural, sporting and leisure facilities?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15d.  Will it improve access to basic goods, promoting the use of those that are locally sourced?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16.
To protect enhance and manage the Region’s rich diversity of cultural and built environment and archaeological assets

	16a.
Will it protect and enhance the character and appearance of archaeological sites, historic buildings, townscape, landscape, parks and gardens and their settings?
	1209 SAMS, 70 Historic Parks and gardens.  Target – no loss and extension where appropriate.6.1% of Grade 1 and 2 buildings at risk, second highest in England. 18% of total area National Park, second highest of England regions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16b.
Will it improve access to buildings of historic/cultural value?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
To protect and enhance the biodiversity, local character and accessibility of the landscape across the region?

	17a.  Will it protect and enhance the character and appearance of the regions townscape and countryside maintaining and strengthening local distinctiveness and sense of place?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17b.
Will it protect and enhance the biodiversity of the region’s landscapes?
	Farmland bird populations declining from 1994.  Woodland bird populations increased by 25% from 1994
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17C.  Will it protect and enhance the accessibility of the landscape across the region?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
To protect and improve local environmental quality

	18a.  Will it reduce light and noise pollution and graffiti?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18b  Will it redress environmental inequalities within the regions urban and rural areas?.
  
	Data gap
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	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
	Short 0-5 years
	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19.
To protect and enhance the viability of endangered species, habitats and sites of geological importance

	19a.  Will it protect and enhance existing designated wildlife and geological sites and species populations?
	49.9% of SSSIs in favourable condition, highest Merseyside, lowest Greater Manchester (2%)  England average 45%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19b.  Will it protect and enhance habitats and species, provide opportunities for new habit creation and reverse the fragmentation of wildlife corridors?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19c.  Will it increase the economic benefit derived from the region’s natural environment?
	Data gap
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	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20.
To Protect and improve the quality of inland and coastal waters

	20a.  Will it reduce or manage flooding?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20b.  Will it maintain and enhance ground and surface water quality?
	90% of regions rivers of fair or better chemical quality, broadly static since 2000.  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20c.  Will it improve the quality of coastal waters?
	Bathing waters improving, 97% meeting European standards.
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	Effects outside the region
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	Medium upto 2021
	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21.
To protect and improve air quality

	21a.  Will it maintain and improve local air quality?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21b.  Will it address the causal factors of poor air quality in AQMA’s?
	14 Air management plans in the region, including the whole of Greater Manchester.
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	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22.
To restore and protect land and soil

	22a.  Will it reduce the amount of derelict, contaminated, degraded and vacant/underused land?
	3.5% of land derelict in 2002 against an England average of 1.7%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22b.  Will it encourage the development of brownfield land in preference to greenfield?
	18% of land changing to developed uses previously non developed, highest in Cheshire, lowest in Merseyside
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22c.  Will it reduce the loss  of good soils to development?
	1997-2000 26% of land going for development previously agricultural, highest in Cheshire.  Regionally below England average of 35%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22d.  Will it maintain and enhance soil quality?
	Data gap
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	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23.
To mitigate and adapt to climate change

	23a.  Will it reduce or minimise greenhouse gas emissions?
	See figure C9 Scoping report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23b.  Will it maintain water abstraction, run-off and recharge within carrying capacity?
	leakage` rates?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23c.  Will it contribute to the ability to adapt to the impacts of climate change?
	Number of high flood risk planning application considered by EA increased by a quarter between 2001/2 and 2003/4
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	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24.
To ensure the prudent use of natural resources and the sustainable management of existing resources

	24a  Will it minimise the demand for raw material?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24b.  Will it support the repair and re-use of existing buildings?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24c.  Will it reduce minerals extracted and imported?
	Use of primary won aggregates continues to decline, by 5.7% 2002 to 2003.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24d.  Will it promote the use of recycled and secondary materials?
	Data gap
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	Geographic Scale
	Timescale
	Cumulative
	Commentary, including prevention, reduction, offsetting of adverse effects

	Sustainable Development Objectives and Criteria
	Key baseline info and target (where available)
	Region
	Effects outside the region
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	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25.
To minimise the requirement for energy use, promote efficient use and increase the use of energy from renewable resources

	25a.  Will it minimise the need for energy?
	Gas and Electricity generation increasing, gas per commercial and industrial consumer third highest in England and fourth highest for domestic in 2003
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25b.  Will it maximise the production and/or use of renewable energy?
	120MW out of annual production figures of 7000MW from renewables
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25c.  Will it increase energy efficiency (e.g. energy efficiency in buildings, transport modes, etc)?
	Data gap
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25d.  Will it minimise the use of fossil fuels?
	Data gap
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	Effects outside the region
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	long period beyond 2021
	
	

	
	
	Urban
	Rural
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26.
To manage waste sustainability, minimise waste, its production, and increase re-use, recycling and recovery rates

	26a.  Will it increase waste recycling and reuse?
	12% of household waste recycled 2002/3.  Higher performance in Lancashire and Cheshire, lower in Greater Manchester and Merseyside.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26b.  Will it minimise the production of waste?
	0.58tonnes per capital 2002/3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26c.  Will it reduce the amount of residual waste to landfill?
	Data gap
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