Sustainability Appraisal of RSS Waste Management Policies – Key Points
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A specialised appraisal workshop was held on the 16th Nov 2005 to focus specifically on the Waste Management policies in the RSS interim draft. This document provides a summary of the main points that emerged from this exercise.

Employment

Increased employment is predicted. The waste strategy for increased recycling and waste treatment is projected to double waste industry revenue turnover (currently approximately £800m) within the next 10 years. Major capital investment in infrastructure (approx £10b for municipal waste) is also required. Increase diversity and opportunities for business start-up. There is potential for North West to be centre of excellence on waste technologies.

New jobs will require both basic manual skill levels together with a strong demand for skilled and expert managers and professionals. Where there is this range of levels of skills required, there are opportunities for movement between and progression through skills levels.

Transport

Diversification in management of waste, including increasing recycling and composting, will result in an overall increased journeys for transport of different materials for treatment, reprocessing and disposal.

Contaminated and brownfield development

Reduction in landfill, which renders land contaminated with limited use options, will result in less land -take.

Production of compost can assist in the remediation of contaminated, degraded and derelict land. Compost from waste can soil enhancement soils and offset soil loss or degradation. 

New waste processing and treatment facilities would preferentially be constructed on brownfield land. 

Greenhouse gas emissions

Reduction in greenhouse gases is the primary objective behind the reduction in the landfill of biodegradable waste
Raw materials and natural resources

Increased recycling and recovery of energy will reduce the demand for raw materials and supports the use of recycled and secondary materials. Recycling of demolition waste and use of recycled aggregates reduces the quantities of minerals extracted and imported. 

The need for Energy

Although increasing recycling and treatment waste will increase the amount of energy required for transport, energy recovery from waste will replace fossil fuels (potential for replacement of 500,000 tonnes of fossils fuels p.a. from residual municipal waste) 

Waste growth, recycling reuse and reduce residual waste to landfill
Growth in waste reduced to zero by 2014. 

Recycling and/or composting of waste increased to 55% of household waste by 2020 
Landfilling MSW reduced from 84% to 22% of total waste arisings and

C&I waste reduced from 75% to 40% of total waste arisings

Some concerns were raised over the no overall growth in commercial and industrial waste on the basis that this could limit economic growth. However, breaking the link between economic growth and waste growth is a key target for European and national policy on sustainable waste management.

