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A QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE ASSESSMENT OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC & ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR COASTAL COMMUNITIES IN NORTH WEST ENGLAND
On Behalf of 4NW & The North West Coastal Forum
Background
Well-being of coastal communities is a key objective of the North West Coastal Forum. The North West Coastal Forum is a not-for-profit multi-sector partnership which aims to promote and deliver integrated coastal zone management for the long-term sustainability of the region’s coast. The North West Coastal Forum has recently produced the North West’s first Regional Coastal Strategy (consultation draft).
Recently there has been a lot of attention focussed on the socio-economic status of England’s larger seaside towns, due in part to the CLG Select Committee enquiry into Coastal Towns and associated research
, but also arising from research to underpin regional tourism strategies
, economic policy
 and research carried out nationally by English Heritage into seaside resorts
. Research into rural communities
 has also taken place and this includes rural coastal communities.

Additionally, in Scotland, the Scottish Executive commissioned a Scottish Coastal Socio-economic scoping study in 2002
. This took a much broader approach and included the value of coastal industries to the national economy. 
In England smaller coastal communities tend to have been overlooked in existing research. These communities face many of the same issues as inland communities but are also faced with some very particular issues. One of these, climate change and adaption to its impacts, will be particularly critical to smaller coastal communities which are in the front–line for both negative and positive impacts of climate change including increased storminess and sea level rise, resulting coastal ‘squeeze’ on land, infrastructure and habitats together with potential opportunities for increasing visitor numbers based on tourism and recreation at the coast.
Accordingly the North West Coastal Forum and 4NW are jointly commissioning research to establish a base-line picture of the region’s coastal communities, both large and small, their socio-economic and environmental value, issues and opportunities. The research will also determine whether there are distinctive features of coastal communities compared to similar communities inland and explore examples of value added through intervention from within the region and elsewhere.
This research, funded by 4NW and Defra, will be used to provide an evidence base for future regional policy including: 
· Regional Spatial Strategy

· Regional Economic Strategy 

· Regional Housing Strategy

· Regional Tourism Strategy

· Regional Cultural Strategy

· Regional Coastal Strategy

· Regional Climate Change Action Plan

· Health planning for the region
· Regional Strategy 2010
Work to be Undertaken 
1. Establish a baseline for the socio-economic performance of North West coastal communities. The research will be carried out at two levels. The first will involve taking key data to build understanding of the overall contribution made by coastal communities in the North West and will include, alongside the smaller coastal communities, the larger resort towns (Blackpool, Morecambe and Southport) which have featured in much of the national research. The second stage is an in depth study of the smaller settlements along the North West coast to build understanding of their contribution and needs and the evidence base for future policy. Data will be compiled, where possible, at Lower Super Output Area to enable easy aggregation and is likely to include:

· Age profile

· Connectivity to other areas
· Inward/outward migration

· Commuting patterns (daily and weekly)

· Health statistics including life expectancy
· Benefit claimant levels
· Income levels 

· Home working levels

· Availability of local services, including access to those services by public transport
· Key service locations

· Key employment locations

· Functional interaction with other settlements, both coastal and inland

· Ratio of homes in private ownership and public and private tenure
· Affordable housing completions 

· Risk of coastal / fluvial flooding (and coastal defence maintenance issues)

· Value of coast/marine dependent industry and related employment levels in coastal communities – including coastal agriculture (‘salt marsh beef’ etc.)
· Proximity to visitor attractions, including key natural environment sites and whether these have a positive or negative impact on the community

· Value of tourism economy and related employment levels in coastal communities, including number of tourism visits (day and overnight)

2. Three sub-regional workshops will be held for coastal stakeholder organisations re adaptation and mitigation to climate change impacts, including the impact if we don’t adapt and to elicit:
· the key issues facing coastal communities 

· the key opportunities ahead for coastal communities
· the key strengths of coastal communities

· what creates a sense of place for local inhabitants

· the value of the coast to them
3. Issues pertaining to the coastal nature of these communities will be established and where possible quantified and contrasted with similar scale inland communities. A particular item of interest is any contrast between rural and rural coastal settlements. The aim here is to make the case for investment and improvement on the coast. The research will also provide examples, either from within the North West or elsewhere, where intervention has resulted in positive economic, social or environmental gain.
4. The research will also identify future opportunities for improving the socio-economic and environmental well-being of coastal communities, future challenges for coastal communities and any gaps in knowledge which could benefit from further research.
Outputs
The research will deliver a report in plain English with accompanying maps / diagrams (in GIS / electronic and paper format).
Outputs will be presented at a number of geographic levels taking account of cross administrative boundary relationships:
· For the whole of the North West coast;

· On a sub regional basis for each of the 4 coastal county areas;

· Detailed individual profiles for all coastal districts/unitary authorities in the North West
In addition to the stakeholder workshops during the research a final regional seminar will be organised to disseminate the results.

Timetable

The research will complete in June 2009.
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