


Policy MCR 2

Regional Centre and Inner Areas of Manchester City Region

Plans and strategies should ensure that the Regional Centre of the Manchester City Region
continues to develop as the primary economic driver, providing the main focus for business,
retail, leisure, cultural and tourism development in the City Region. The expansion of the
knowledge economy throughout the Regional Centre, and particularly related to the
Universities and Central Manchester hospitals, will be a particular priority;

proposals and schemes for residential development in the Regional Centre will be
acceptable where they are part of mixed use employment schemes that comprise a
good range of housing sizes, types, tenures and affordability and where they contribute
to the vitality and viability of the Regional Centre;

In the inner areas:

residential development should be focused in the inner areas adjacent to the Regional
Centre in order to secure a significant increase in their population, to support major
regeneration activity including the Manchester-Salford Housing Market Renewal
Pathfinder, and to secure the improvement of community facilities and the creation of
sustainable communities. The emphasis will be on providing a good range of quality
housing, in terms of size, type, tenure and affordability, with a high quality environment
and accessible local facilities and employment opportunities;
plans and strategies should provide for employment within the Inner Areas in
accordance with policies W2 and W3 and MCR1.

10.6 The Regional Centre of Manchester City Region comprises Manchester City Centre and
Central Park to the East, the higher Education Precinct and Central Manchester Hospitals to
the south, and Salford University, Salford Quays, Trafford Wharfside and Pomona Docks to the
West. The Inner Areas surrounding the Regional Centre comprise of North Manchester, East
Manchester and Central Manchester regeneration areas, Trafford Park, North Trafford and
Central Salford. The expansion of the knowledge based economy will be a priority in the area
which stretches from University of Salford in the West to Piccadilly Station in the east, via the
Higher Education Precinct and the Central Manchester Hospitals campus. Detailed boundary
definitions for these areas will need to be set out in Local Development Frameworks and will
necessitate close cross authority working.

10.7 The Regional Centre is fundamental to the success of the City Region, and will continue
to be the primary economic driver in the North West. For this reason it is vital that its economy,
including knowledge based industries, is encouraged to grow. Residential development as
part of mixed schemes can enhance the vibrant appeal of the Regional Centre by creating
attractive opportunities for people to live closer to employment and recreational facilities.
Residential developments in the Regional Centre need to meet a range of needs, types and
tenures and should not compromise the vitality and viability of the commercial, retail, leisure,
cultural and tourism functions of the Regional Centre, or dominate any particular part of the
area.
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10.8 As the regeneration of the Inner Areas is important to the overall success of the City
Region, and because these areas are identified as high priority by initiatives like the Housing
Market Renewal Pathfinder project and the creation of two Urban Regeneration Companies,
Central Salford and New East Manchester, they are considered to be a suitable location for
significant new housing and local economic development. It will be important to ensure the
development of sustainable, mixed communities that appeal to a broad range of new and existing
residents.

10.9 The Inner Areas have enormous potential, which, if left untapped, will limit the ability of
the Regional Centre to secure investment and generate further growth. Development within
the Inner Areas will boost overall economic growth in the City Region, reduce local inequalities
(such as worklessness) and deprivation and provide a clear alternative to further decentralisation
and the unsustainable commuting patterns associated with it.

Policy MCR 3

Southern Part of the Manchester City Region

Plans and strategies in the southern part of the City Region should sustain and promote
economic prosperity consistent with the environmental character of the area and the creation
of attractive and sustainable communities by:

focusing employment development in the towns as set out in RDF 1 and on brownfield
sites which accord with the spatial principles (policies DP1-9) in Policies W2 and W3
and MCR1, in order to support the overall economic growth of the City Region, to meet
local needs and regeneration requirements and to address worklessness. Sites should
be of an appropriate scale, and accessible by public transport, walking and cycling;
allowing residential development to support local regeneration strategies and to meet
identified local needs (particularly for affordable housing), in sustainable locations
which are well served by public transport;
support and diversify the rural economy and improve access to services in the rural
areas focusing development in locations which accord with RDF2.

10.10 The southern area of the Manchester City Region comprises of the boroughs of
Stockport, Congleton, Macclesfield, and those parts of Trafford and the southern areas of
Manchester City which are not in the Regional Centre or Inner Areas. The detailed boundaries
particularly in relation to the Inner areas will need to be defined in Local Development
Frameworks.

10.11 It will be essential to optimise the contribution made by the southern parts of the City
Region in order to promote the growth in economic performance that The Northern Way seeks
to achieve. Residential development in these areas will be focused on meeting identified local
needs particularly affordable housing, continuing the approach established in the adopted RSS(
namely RPG 13).

10.12 The southern area of the city region has a strong inter relationship with parts of the
local authority area of High Peak, which is part of the wider Manchester City Region (see City
Region Diagram). High Peak falls within the East Midlands Region and is not covered by North
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West RSS, however the Regional Planning Body will work with its East Midlands counterpart
to develop a consistent policy for the parts of the borough that are considered to lie within the
Manchester City Region.

10.13 The area of South Cheshire primarily relates to development in the town of Crewe and
the surrounding rural area, including Nantwich. South Cheshire is within the Manchester City
Region, but lies on its periphery and has certain economic links with both Manchester City
Region and the North Staffordshire/ Potteries urban area. There are particular opportunities to
build upon existing linkages with the Manchester City Region in particular the other parts of
East Cheshire and Vale Royal and Chester in Liverpool City Region.

Policy MCR 4

South Cheshire

Plans and strategies should:

support sustainable economic growth in Crewe and focus development on sites which
accord with RDF1, the Spatial Principles ( policies DP1-9), the criteria in W2 and W3
and MCR1;
promote the role of Crewe as a regional public transport gateway/interchange to the
region;
provide for regeneration to improve the environment, economy and image of Crewe;
continue the protection and enhancement of the historic environment of Nantwich and
its contribution to the sub-region’s economy, tourism, quality of life and regeneration;
support and diversify the rural economy and improve access to services in the rural
areas focusing development in locations which accord with RDF2.

10.14 The priority for South Cheshire is to build upon the economic, educational, social,
cultural and transport links with neighbouring areas in order that they can benefit from Crewe’s
potential for sustainable economic growth. Future plans for Crewe will need to take account of
the likely impact upon economic and regeneration activity in North Staffordshire. (135)

10.15 Crewe is set to experience significant change up to 2021 with the delivery of the
economic development at Basford, the redevelopment of Crewe station and the expansion of
Manchester Metropolitan University. The Crewe South East Quadrant Masterplan has been
prepared to manage these changes and to maximise the environmental and regeneration
benefits for the wider area.

135 North Staffordshire contains the Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder based around the Potteries.
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Policy MCR 5

Northern Part of the Manchester City Region

Plans and strategies for the northern part of the City Region should support the
transformation of the local economy, regenerate communities, and enhance the environment.
They should:

secure improvements which enable the area to compete more effectively for economic
investment now and in the future, helping to achieve significant improvements in
productivity and creating the conditions for sustainable growth. This will require
significant interventions to improve skill levels within the labour market, to deliver
appropriate development sites, and to secure necessary infrastructure improvements;
focus employment development in the town/cities as set out in RDF1 and at other
locations which accord with the spatial principles (policies DP1-9), policies W2 and
W3 andMCR1, to support the overall economic growth of the sub region, to encourage
the ‘spin-off’ of functions linked to the Regional Centre and to address worklessness;
expand the quality and choice of housing (in terms of size, type, tenure and affordability)
in line with the approach set out in Policy L4;
use the HMR Pathfinder in Oldham and Rochdale as an opportunity for wide ranging
change in the economic and housing role of these areas, the renewal of communities
and investment in new infrastructure;
support and diversify the rural economy and improve access to services in the rural
areas focusing development in locations which accord with RDF2.

10.16 The northern part of Manchester comprises the boroughs of Bolton, Bury, Wigan,
Tameside, Oldham and Rochdale and those parts of Manchester City and Salford City which
are outside the Regional Centre, Inner Areas and south Manchester areas. The detailed
boundaries particularly in relation to the Inner Areas will need to be defined in Local Development
Frameworks.

10.17 The local economies of the northern boroughs are still heavily dependent upon traditional
manufacturing industry, and economic forecasts indicate that these will decline further over the
next fifteen to twenty years. Moreover, the northern parts of the City Region suffer from being
largely disconnected economically and socially from the economic drivers in the Regional Centre
and the southern parts of the City Region. It is therefore essential that economic, housing and
transport investments are co-ordinated both to assist in the necessary restructuring of the local
economy and over time to uplift the economic performance of the north, and that future housing
and transport resources are co-ordinated to make sure that improved linkages can be delivered.

10.18 Significant investment will be needed to raise the northern parts of the City Region to
the same levels of economic achievement as those in the south. Considerable amounts of
economic and residential development will be encouraged, but not at the expense of the regional
centre and inner areas, which attract the highest priority. It will be important to ensure that
residential development in the north is matched by economic development to avoid any dramatic
rise in the need to travel for work.
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10.19 There is a need to develop further research and understanding of the links between
Manchester and Central Lancashire City Regions. The Central Lancashire City Region
Development Programme highlights the commuting links between the two city regions noting
that a net outflow of 10,400 workers from the city region commuted into the Manchester City
Region (136). A future review of RSS will need to take account of emerging evidence that assists
in understanding the spatial relationship between the two city regions.

Policy MCR 6

Strategic Framework for Warrington

In Warrington plans and strategies should:

support sustainable economic growth in Warrington and its role as a source of
employment for an area includingWarrington, Knowsley, Halton, St Helens andWigan;
focus development on sites which are accessible by public transport, walking and
cycling and accord with policy RDF1, the spatial principles (policies DP1-9), policies
W2 and W3 and MCR1, focusing particularly on brownfield sites to ensure no further
significant expansion onto open land;
support regeneration and restructuring of the older urban areas;
support Warrington’s role as a regional transport gateway/interchange;
support and diversify the rural economy and improve access to services in the rural
areas focusing development in locations which accord with RDF2.

10.20 Warrington is dealt with as part of the Manchester City Region sub regional policies to
ensure that clear and consistent policy is set out for the area. MCR5 sets out the policy for the
whole of the Borough of Warrington including the rural areas of the Borough. Warrington has
strong connections to both Liverpool and Manchester City Regions, the town is located midway
between the two cities and is well positioned for North/South transport links (see City Region
Diagram). It has evolved into a competitive location for service sector and advanced
manufacturing activity and provides employment opportunities for a wide area of the NorthWest,
including parts of Halton, Knowsley, St Helens and Wigan.

136 Paragraph 2.41, Central Lancashire City Region Development Programme (June 2005) (see
http://www.thenorthernway.co.uk/cityregions.html )
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