


11.5 RSS policy for the Liverpool City Region is intended to secure a high level of growth and
address regeneration needs. Significant levels of development should be focussed within the
Regional Centre and Inner Areas in order to ensure investment and regeneration resources are
directed to those areas most in need.

In the outer parts of the City Region there is a clear need for development to be focused on
addressing regeneration, worklessness and housing market restructuring. The Regional Centre,
Inner Areas and Outer Areas cover most of the Merseyside authorities and include the town of
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Skelmersdale. Development in West Cheshire (Ellesmere Port & Neston, Vale Royal and
Chester) will be focused on harnessing opportunities for sustainable growth and local
regeneration, complementary to the City Regions spatial development priorities.

11.6 Improving environmental performance is also recognized as a key part of delivering
sustainable communities and underpins the Liverpool City Region policies. Well-managed
green space and a high quality local environment play an important part in the quality of life
experienced by people within all of the City Regions’ neighbourhoods including those which are
most deprived. The protection of environmental assets will include the assessment, avoidance
and mitigation of the potential effects of development on sites of international importance for
nature conservation outside the region, such as coastal and inland waters in Wales.

Policy LCR 2

The Regional Centre and Inner Areas of Liverpool City Region

The Regional Centre is the primary economic driver of the Liverpool City Region and plans
and strategies should support and enhance this role by:

focusing appropriate commercial, retail, leisure, cultural and tourism development
within the Regional Centre developing its role as the primary retail centre, main
employment location and primary economic driver of the City Region;
outside areas of housing market renewal, providing for proposals and schemes for
residential development in the Regional Centre where they are part of mixed use
employment schemes that comprise a good range of housing sizes, types tenures and
affordability and where they contribute to the vitality and viability of the Regional Centre;
expanding the knowledge economy within the regional centre particularly by maximising
the research and development roles of the Universities and delivering knowledge nuclei
sites and the expansion of professional services.

They should focus residential development in the Inner Areas adjacent to the Regional
Centre in order to secure a significant increase in population and to support major
regeneration activity. This will entail:

maintaining and enhancing the roles of Birkenhead and Bootle to provide community
facilities, services and employment;
the development of the NewHeartlands HousingMarket Renewal Pathfinder to revitalise
housing in Liverpool, Sefton, and Wirral through comprehensive area based
regeneration schemes;
supporting the development of the Mersey Ports and the maritime economy;
sustaining investment in the Mersey Waterfront Regional Park; and
providing for employment within the inner areas in accordance with W2 and W3 and
LCR1.

The emphasis will be on providing a good range of quality housing in the inner areas in
terms of size, type, tenure and affordability with a high quality environment and accessible
local facilities and employment opportunities.
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11.7 The Regional Centre of Liverpool City Region comprises the whole of the area within
the City Centre Strategic Investment Area and the Liverpool Vision Urban Regeneration Company
Area, including the University Edge Knowledge Nuclei site. The Regional Centre includes the
primary retail area but is more extensive than it. There are areas of Housing Market Renewal
and established residential areas within the Regional Centre. In these areas the emphasis
should be particularly on improvement of the quality and mix of housing including affordable
housing, in order to assist with regeneration and restructuring of housing markets. The Inner
Areas comprise the New Heartlands Housing market Renewal area. The detailed boundaries
of the Regional Centre in particular will need to be addressed as part of Local Development
Frameworks.

11.8 Liverpool’s Regional Centre is fundamental to the economic growth of the Liverpool City
Region. It is the major centre for the metropolitan area and forms the strategic hub in terms of
its transport infrastructure; its educational establishments; its cultural, retail, business, leisure
and tourism assets; and its financial and professional services. Liverpool’s status as European
Capital of Culture 2008 has brought significant boosts to tourism as well as providing a lasting
legacy in terms of investor confidence and sustained economic growth. The fortunes of the
surrounding inner area are crucial to the delivery of sustainable economic and social benefits
in the City Region. This area is one of significant challenges and opportunities for both housing
and economic development, particularly in relation to the Mersey Ports and the New Heartlands
Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder scheme. It is also home to part of the Mersey Waterfront
Regional Park, which provides valuable green infrastructure at the heart of the City Region.

Policy LCR 3

Outer part of the Liverpool City Region

In the outer part of the City Region Plans and strategies should:

focus economic development in the town/cities as set out in RDF1 and at other locations
which accord with the spatial principles (policies DP1-9), Policies W2 and W3 and
LCR1. Particular attention should be given to addressing worklessness;
support significant intervention in areas where housing market restructuring is required
in line with the approach set out in Policies L3 and L4;
expand the quality and choice of housing in line with the approach set out in Policy L4;
maintain and enhance the roles of the regional towns, key service centres and local
centres in accordance with Policy RDF2;
identify, define and maintain the role of suburban centres in accordance with RDF1
and spatial principles DP1-9.

11.9 The outer part of Liverpool comprises those parts of Liverpool and Sefton which are
outside the Regional Centre and Inner Areas, the eastern area of Wirral (to the east of the M53),
the districts of Knowsley, St Helens, Halton and the town of Skelmersdale in West Lancashire.
Ellesmere Port for the purposes of articulating policy is included in West Cheshire. However, it
is clear that Ellesmere Port shares many of the characteristics and has strong links with the
Outer area of the Liverpool City Region.
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11.10 It is important that the roles of suburban/urban centres, key service centres and local
centres within the outer part of the City Region are recognised in relation to their regeneration
needs and opportunities in terms of retail, access to local amenities, jobs and services. These
centres should be supported to continue their regeneration and improvement providing a
complementary function to Liverpool City Centre and the Inner Areas, reflecting their individual
character and location and meeting local needs.

11.11 The River Mersey provides an opportunity to develop a strategic spatial approach that
maximises the river frontage’s commercial potential and the wider economic opportunities
provided by the City Region’s coastline. The packaging together of many of the City Region’s
key sites and assets, to provide a critical mass of linked developments supported, where
necessary, by cluster/sector development and linked with theMerseyWaterfront Regional Park,
has strong marketing potential and the potential to encourage significant economic expansion
and inward investment.

11.12 There are other locations across the City Region, particularly in the outer parts, which
experience problems similar to that found in the New Heartlands Pathfinder area, such as
vacancies, poor environment, poor housing stock condition and a lack of quality community
facilities, although not to the same level of severity. These areas are identified in individual
districts’ housing strategies as being in need of regeneration. Various methods are being
implemented to address these issues of low demand for example, demolitions and rebuild and
stock transfer. In terms of new house building, these areas should also be a priority location,
together with the provision of associated community facilities in order to secure renaissance.
There are also issues of worklessness and the need to reduce health and skills inequalities
these issues are illustrated in the inequalities maps 2.2-2.6.

Policy LCR 4

The remaining rural parts of Liverpool City Region

In the remaining rural parts of the Liverpool City Region plans and strategies should:

support and diversify the rural economy and improve access to services in the rural
areas focusing development in locations which accord with RDF2;
be consistent with other regeneration programmes and policies;
ensure the provision of housing to address barriers to affordability and to meet identified
local needs.

11.13 The remaining rural areas of the Liverpool City Region are West Wirral (that part of the
Borough to the west of the M53) and within West Lancashire District (excluding Skelmersdale
which is in the outer part of Liverpool City Region). The characteristics of these areas are
somewhat different to the outer areas as they are predominantly rural and have issues of
affordability rather than market restructuring.
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Policy LCR 5

West Cheshire – North East Wales

Plans and strategies within West Cheshire – North East Wales sub-region covered by RSS
for the NW of England should:

focus development in the town/cities as set out in RDF1 and at other locations which

harness the potential of Chester for sustainable growth, and as a key sub-regional
centre for employment, shopping, leisure, culture and tourism, ensure development is
compatible with the conservation and enhancement of the historic City and its setting
and the need to improve quality of life and promote regeneration in West Chester;
support the sustainable economic growth and regeneration opportunities of Ellesmere
Port through sustained and co-ordinated programmes for development and investment,
with emphasis on developing Ellesmere Ports reputation for ‘high tech’ manufacturing,
through the diversification of the economy and the improvement of the image, quality
of life and perception of Ellesmere Port;
support sustainable economic growth, investment and regeneration opportunities in
Northwich and focus on meeting local needs;
improve the internal and external transport links, in particular with North East Wales,
in line with the priorities for transport investment set out in Policy RT10;
develop the role of Chester as a regional public transport gateway in line with Policy
RT3;
enhance links between areas of opportunity and areas of need, including those
regeneration areas served by the following transport corridors:

Wrexham - Bidston - Liverpool rail corridor;
Wrexham - Chester;
Route leading to the Flintshire Coastal Corridor; and
Other corridors radiating out from Chester, in particular links to Ellesmere Port
and Broughton. The enhancement of road links does not imply the provision of
additional capacity;

ensure the strategic planning and management of the sub-region’s economy, housing
market, transport network and environmental and cultural assets through joint working
with Authorities and Agencies across the sub-region;
ensure the provision of housing to meet local needs and address barriers to affordability;
further develop the skills base of the labour force and promote access to employment;
and
support and diversify the rural economy in line with policy RDF2 and improve access
to services in the rural areas.

11.14 West Cheshire/North East Wales comprises the boroughs of Ellesmere Port and Neston
and Chester and Vale Royal and is part of a sub region which extends into Wales (Flintshire
andWrexham).The sub region has links to wider reference areas which comprises Denbighshire,
The Wirral, Warrington and Halton. Ellesmere Port has close links with the outer areas of the
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Liverpool City Region and shares many of the issues and characteristics of these areas. It is
likely it will work closely with Outer Liverpool City Region local authorities and develop similar
approaches to addressing the common challenges it faces.

11.15 Chester is a driving force in the sub-regional economy, with a strong national - and in
some cases international role in the service employment sector, which includes financial services,
and the status of an important retail, leisure and cultural destination. There is a need for
significant image and environmental enhancement along the M53 corridor and to find positive
uses for derelict and underused land in Ellesmere Port. The opportunity exists to promote the
town as a world class centre of excellence for high tech manufacturing and to introduce new
initiatives to support this role.

11.16 Policy LCR5 only applies to Authorities and Agencies operating in the English areas
of the sub-region but joint working across boundaries for the strategic planning and management
of the whole sub-region are encouraged.

11.17 The policy framework developed for Chester and Ellesmere Port has been informed
by the development of a non-statutory sub-regional spatial strategy covering West Cheshire
and North East Wales. (139)

11.18 Vale Royal has clear functional links to Manchester City Region and to South Cheshire,
however for the purposes of the articulation of RSS policy it has been placed in the Liverpool
City Region. In common with Warrington, Vale Royal has connections and linkages with both
city regions (see City Region diagram) and is influenced by both. Accordingly whilst the
articulation of policy is set within the context of Liverpool City Region the development of policy
in the Borough must be set with the context of the regional spatial priorities in RDF1.

139 West Cheshire - North East Wales Sub Regional Spatial Strategy and SEA Final report 2004.
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