


12.5 The strategy for the Central Lancashire City Region is underpinned by the need to
balance improved economic growth with the regeneration of its more deprived areas. The RES
identifies the need to improve skills achievement and aspirations in parts of East Lancashire
and Blackpool.

12.6 The Greater Preston “core area” of the City Region, based on the administrative areas
of Preston, South Ribble and Chorley, provides a significant economic focus for the sub-region
as expressed in the Preston City Vision. Work is ongoing on a joint core strategy, a Local
Development Framework document for the three authorities.

12.7 Elevate, East Lancashire’s Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder programme, intends to
transform the area’s economy, housing stock and quality of life. The aerospace industries,
advanced manufacturing and other knowledge-based sectors are a key source of higher quality
jobs in the City Region and an established network of primary and support industries also present
opportunities for growth.

12.8 Blackpool is a resort of national repute, but as many of its communities do not benefit
from the tourist economy, it is also home to large pockets of deprivation. The Blackpool
Masterplan (141) aims to redress this situation by strengthening Blackpool’s tourism economy.

Policy CLCR 2

Focus for Development and Investment in Central Lancashire City Region

Development in the Central Lancashire City Region will be located primarily in the city of
Preston and the three towns of Blackburn, Blackpool and Burnley, giving priority to sites in
and around their centres and at other locations which accord with RDF1, DP1-9 and policies
W2 and W3. Development should be pursued in a manner that addresses worklessness,
enhances urban quality, and contributes to the enhancement of the natural setting of the
city/towns. Outside the City and towns identified above, development in the Central
Lancashire City Region will be largely confined to Key Service Centres and Local Service
Centres, in line with Policy RDF2.

12.9 Preston, Blackburn, Blackpool and Burnley all have strong, functional links with smaller
towns, including some in neighbouring districts. Focusing new development here reflects their
existing key roles within the Central Lancashire City Region and consolidates their ability to
serve their hinterlands, promoting enhanced economic growth and a better quality of life.
Blackpool is the centre of a wider Fylde coast including Fleetwood, Thornton, Cleveleys and
Lytham St Annes. Burnley is the principal town in an area that stretches from Padiham, through
Brierfield and Nelson to Colne. Preston is strongly linked to suburbs to the south of the River
Ribble consisting of Penwortham, Lostock Hall, Walton-le-Dale, Bamber Bridge, Clayton Brook
and Whittle-le-Woods. Blackburn includes Whitebirk and Wilpshire. The policy boundaries of
the towns and the definition of surrounding key and local service centres should be set out in
Local Development Frameworks.

141 “Blackpool Master Plan – Executive Summary”, Blackpool Borough Council 2003.
“Blackpool Master Plan – Update Brochure”, Blackpool Borough Council 2005.
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Policy CLCR2 builds on the identified strengths and opportunities of each centre, which are as
follows:

BLACKPOOL

major tourist centre with potential for casino and conference development;
need for economic growth to underpin urban restructuring;
focal point for coastal housing market renewal;
specialist medical services centred on Blackpool Victoria Hospital;
centre for retailing, services, public administration and further education;
public transport hub for the Fylde Peninsula;
airport with potential for increased use.

PRESTON

focal point at the intersection of north-south and east-west transport corridors;
centre for culture, leisure and quality city living;
established advanced engineering and aerospace industries;
centre of public administration, justice and financial services;
University of Central Lancashire, with links to knowledge-based business;
specialist medical services centred on Royal Preston Hospital;
regional public transport gateway and interchange;
retail and service centre.

BLACKBURN

focal point for economic growth and restructuring in East Lancashire;
established advanced engineering and aerospace industries;
focal point for Elevate Housing Market Renewal Initiative;
specialist medical services centred on Royal Blackburn Hospital;
centre of higher and further education, public administration, justice and legal services;
transport hub;
retail and service centre.

BURNLEY

focal point for economic restructuring;
high value manufacturing;
local point for Elevate Housing Market Renewal Initiative;
heritage-based regeneration along canal corridor and in Weaver’s Triangle;
specialist medical services centred on Burnley General Hospital;
further education centre;
public transport hub;
retail and service centre for Pennine Lancashire;
centre of public administration.

12.10 Outside the four main settlements, the City Region contains a variety of smaller industrial
towns, market towns and rural settlements that operate as key service centres and local service
centres. Fundamental to the concept of the zones of influence is the recognition of the
inter-relationships between urban and rural areas. The smaller settlements and rural areas will
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make an important contribution to the City Region, not only as a recreational resource, but also
in terms of the regeneration of towns, villages and the wider rural economy. The policy framework
for key service centres is contained in Policy RDF2.

Policy CLCR 3

Green City

The unique ‘green’ character of the Central Lancashire City Region, and the advantages
it offers for recreation and for attracting people and investment, will be protected and further
enhanced by:

a. maintaining the general extent of the Green Belt in accordance with Policy RDF4;
b. protecting the Forest of Bowland AONB, in accordance with Policy EM1;
c. the further development of the City Region’s three Regional Parks (East Lancashire,

Ribble Estuary and Morecambe Bay) in accordance with Policy EM4, through:

improving access to open space networks, enhancing the urban fringe, reclaiming
derelict land, enhancing recreational and educational facilities, and providing
public art;
promoting the conservation, protection and enhancement of the physical and
natural environment, and supporting biodiversity; and
the inclusion of appropriate policies and projects, and the delineation of Regional
Park boundaries in Local Development Frameworks in line with strategic
frameworks as set out in EM4;

d. the greening of urban areas, through measures including the renovation of existing
parks; the reclamation of derelict land for ‘soft’ end uses; the utilisation of open space
adjacent to waterways, such as the Leeds-Liverpool Canal; and the creation of green
wedges extending into the countryside.

12.11 One of the strengths of Central Lancashire’s polycentric growth is the potential to
maximise the benefits offered by the close proximity of high quality countryside and environmental
assets to a large proportion of the population – the ‘Green City’ concept. The Green Belt, the
Forest of Bowland AONB and the Regional Parks will form important elements in the City
Region’s green infrastructure together with improved green spaces in urban areas. Such areas
could offer significant opportunities for cycling and walking (RT9) and could assist in addressing
health inequalities.
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