


13.6 In Carlisle, work has been commissioned under the banner of Carlisle Renaissance, to
ensure the future growth and prosperity of the city. A range of employment opportunities will
need to be made available in accord with employment land market sectors. Housing will need
to be allocated to sustain and enhance the city’s economic growth. The potential for higher
education facilities linked to the economic and business expansion of Carlisle will need to be
encouraged.

13.7 Opportunities need to be taken through the development of the West Cumbria Strategic
Forum’s sub-regional masterplan to sustain and enhance employment, secure investment and
diversify the economic base, particularly in the light of the changes being made to the nuclear
industry within the area (142). This will require investment in increased employment opportunities
and the related transport infrastructure. The opportunities offered by the area's maritime and
naval heritage will be developed with a view to securing a coastal renaissance. Balanced
housing markets will be created through refurbishment, clearance and renewal and by enabling
new houses to be built within the wider urban area. The role of Workington and Whitehaven
town centres in particular will need to be supported by environmental improvements and by
physical restructuring to meet the demands of modern town centre uses. The development of
further education facilities will also need to be promoted focusing on nuclear issues, restoration,
radiology, medical applications and engineering.

13.8 Barrow in Furness will continue to play a significant role in providing services to the town
and its catchment area. Work undertaken in the town, including the Barrow Port Masterplan,
has identified the need for major investment to ensure that Barrow has a high quality environment
and that the necessary infrastructure and transport networks are to modern standards. Balanced
housing markets will be created through refurbishment, clearance and renewal and by building
new homes that create choice and quality in the market to meet housing demand and help
generate investor confidence. The role of the town centre will be supported through measures
that enable refurbishment and environmental improvement and by physical restructuring.

13.9 A high priority in South and East Cumbria will be given to meeting local affordable housing
needs, in perpetuity. A range of options to meet affordable housing needs are set out in policy
L5. Opportunities will be taken to secure inward investment, new businesses and services to
the key service centres of Kendal and Penrith.

142 See Nuclear Decommissioning Authority draft strategy and website - www.nda.gov.uk
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Policy CNL 3

Spatial Policy for the Lake District

Plans and strategies should give priority to the protection of the landscape and cultural
heritage of the Lake District National Park.

In addition they should:

promote further diversification and development of its economic base;
redress housing imbalances through the provision of affordable and local needs housing
in accordance with Policies L4 and L5;
develop programmes for improvements to the public realm and effective traffic
management in Windermere, Ambleside and Keswick, to enhance the urban fabric
and support their recreational and tourism roles;
manage recreational and sustainable tourist activities, in suitable locations;
ensure that public transport services are improved and better integrated, and that the
proportion of travel to and within the National Park by sustainable modes is increased;
and
address the relationship of the National Park with its wider area, and develop a suitable
framework for meeting locally generated needs.

13.10 The Lake District National Park is a major regional resource and an international tourist
attraction. The relationship between the National Park and adjoining parts of Cumbria should
be capitalised upon so that complementary development outside National Park boundaries can
benefit communities within it, and also towns like Cockermouth, Kendal, Penrith and Ulverston.
Development within the National Park itself should be focused on centres that provide key
services, and allow locally generated needs to be met.

Policy CNL 4

Spatial Policy for North Lancashire

Plans and strategies will:

secure the regeneration of Morecambe through the development of tourism and the
restructuring of the housing market;
support sustainable growth in Lancaster in line with RDF1, the spatial principles DP1-9,
W2 and W3 and CNL1, ensuring development is compatible with the conservation of
the historic city;
build on the strengths and opportunities offered by Lancaster University and the
University of Cumbria;
ensure an increase in the supply of affordable housing;
support the role of the Port of Heysham in line with Policy RT6; and
develop proposals for the safe and effective management of traffic in Lancaster and
Morecambe to enhance the public realm and support their leisure and tourism roles.
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13.11 The overall aim in North Lancashire is to address the challenge of creating a model
sustainable urban area, which serves and supports the needs of an extensive rural hinterland.
There are significant challenges in creating highly skilled employment, regenerating areas such
as Morecambe and providing affordable housing in rural areas. There is potential to marry
opportunity and need in line with policy DP6 by exploring linkages with Lancaster and harnessing
growth opportunities there in sustainable ways.
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